the nation, given the state of the U.S. economy in mid-1982. However, if counties across the nation begin the development of multipurpose cadastres on a broad scale (which could occur if federal assistance is provided), then a scarcity of personnel may develop, especially at the managerial level.
We recommend that continuing support be given to the university-level programs that currently are preparing people for professional careers in control survey engineering, photo grarnmetry, cartography, and management of cadastral record systems.
7.5   FINANCING THE DEVELOPMENT COSTS
The several alternative approaches to financing the development of a multipurpose cadastre described in this section are based on the assumption that it is embedded in the administrative functions of the county government, or its equivalent, for reasons described in the opening paragraphs of this chapter. The multipurpose cadastre should not be undertaken until there is a commitment to its continuing maintenance and improvement after the development period, supported by the real estate tax base of the county or municipality. For financing the heavy front-end costs of the development period, at least four other possible sources also should be considered, as outlined in the following paragraphs.
7.5.1    Real Estate Taxes
Land owners are the most clearly identifiable constituency that is likely to benefit from a multipurpose cadastre. Further, the relative amount of benefit likely to accrue to any one owner relates somewhat to the valuation of his property. Also, from the point of view of the local government administration, one major justification of the cadastre is to operate the real estate tax system in a fair and efficient manner. A proportionate share of the cost of the cadastre could reasonably be charged to the real estate tax as an overhead cost of the tax system itself. The real estate tax, therefore, is an equitable source of funds for the long-term financing of the development of the cadastre, as well as for the continuing costs of maintenance and improvement.
We recommend that the real estate tax base of the locality be used as the source of funds for the net long-term financing of at least one quarter to one half of the front-end costs of developing the multipurpose cadastre, after the income from user charges has been accounted for.
The development of initial data acquisition and data entry costs may be allocated over a period of up to 20 years. The maintenance costs for a multipurpose cadastre are generally estimated at one twentieth of the above costs per year. Therefore, even after the multipurpose cadastre has been set in place, counties must budget for maintenance on a continuing basis.ng among available consultants, if needed.
